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Evangelizing 
the World 

(Week 3) 
 
Central Truth:  “Recognizing that we have been given the greatest 

assignment in the world – representing Christ to the lost.” 
 

 
Evangelizing the World Defined 

(Day 11) 
 
We are a missions-giving church.  We are working to become a more missions-minded 
church through mission trips and sacrificial projects for ministries which will not directly 
benefit our local ministry.  The potential is here for First Baptist Batesville to become a 
missions-hearted church by fulfilling the Acts 1:8 challenge and by recognizing the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) on a broader scale, as well as by determining our exact 
role in reaching the Hispanics and other groups God is bringing into our community. 
 
We will be closer to that missions-hearted state of mind when we become broken over 
the lost persons all around us.  We will be operating as a Great Commission church when 
we work just as hard and give just as enthusiastically to see Independence County lost 
people come to Christ as we do for persons in Kentucky, Canada, or Indonesia.  We 
cannot lose the perspective that so many more workers are needed to reach the lost 
among unreached people groups around the world.  We also cannot lose the perspective 
that God has assigned unreached people in Batesville and surrounding area to us, and 
there is no second string on this team to reach those people.  The first team is made up of 
you and me. 
 
This evangelistic facet of the vision is the reason we have been led to launch into buying 
land and contemplating relocation.  While we may not be ready spiritually to make a 
move, we must come to admit that we are quite late in planning for such a needed 
change.  Here is the reason why. 
 
As the church growth study clearly showed, we have been at a plateau of stagnation for at 
least a couple of decades because of parking and space limitations.  An attempt in 1996 to 
expand in order to address this same problem met with positive action and then some 
resistance.  The issue here is not that building something big will make us grow, as 
though bigger is always better.  Here is the vision:  We must prepare for expansion in the 
foreseeable future because our church facility and properties come nowhere close to 
meeting our community’s need.  We are not in the business to please ourselves.  We are 
not merely called to keep a tradition or a set of fond memories alive.  We are here on 
business for and on mission with the King. 
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His purpose is to address the spiritual needs and challenges under which Batesville 
languishes.  Are these needs today the same as they were in the 1920s when the 
auditorium was built?  Are these needs the same as in the 1960s when the education wing 
was added?  Are they the same needs as even in the 1990s when the West Annex was 
acquired?  The needs are obviously not the same.  We need to catch up with and, in a 
timely way, address our community’s crying concerns. We need to tell our neighbors 
they are important enough for us to accept sacrifice and carry the weight of a bigger 
vision, important enough for us to make room for them in our worship center and parking 
areas. 
 
The worn-out argument that we need to wait until we are run over with people in the 
sanctuary and are parking all over central Batesville before we move is not practical, 
because people will not consistently crowd in and be uncomfortable.  To say we must 
wait until we are spiritually “right” or to wait for a better time would be denying the 
reality that we already have the assignment delivered to our door, and denying our Lord 
works with incomplete and imperfect vessels.  Therefore, we must rise up in faith to meet 
the challenge! 
 
Points to Ponder 
 
Re-read Acts 1:8; Where is our Jerusalem?  Where is our Judea?  Where is our 
Samaria?  Where is the remotest part, ends, of the earth?  Consider that Batesville 
was once perceived as the ends of the earth; aren’t you glad that someone took this 
Acts 1:8 challenge seriously back in the day?  Will you commit to that challenge for 
this and future generations to come? 
 
 

The Story of His Glory (Part I) 
(Day 12) 

 
This section is an excerpt from an article written by Stephen C. Hawthorne entitled 
“The Story of His Glory.”  You are encouraged to read this article in its entirety 
located in the Appendix section of our Vision Walk. 
 
The Bible is basically a story about God.  When we turn to the Bible as a self-help book, 
we end up bored or frustrated with what seems to be a rambling collection of stories. 
What if the Bible is more about God than it is about us?  How thrilling to discover that 
every element of scripture – the reports of events, the verses of distilled wisdom, the 
lyrical prophecies – converge in one central saga of one worthy Person. 
 
We’re used to the idea that the Bible is a true story.  It’s so true that the story is still 
unfolding to this minute.  We are used to hearing that the Bible is a love story.  But we 
tend to see only one side of the love:  how God loves people.  If the main point of the 
Bible is that God is to be loved with heart, soul, mind and strength, perhaps it would be 
wise to read the entire story from God’s point of view.  When we look at it all from 
God’s viewpoint, the grand love story finally makes sense:  God is not just loving people.  
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He is transforming them to become people who can fully love Him.  God is drawing 
people as worshipers to offer freely to Him their love-inspired glory. 
 
God can be loved only when He is known.  That’s why the story of the Bible is the story 
of God revealing Himself in order to draw to Himself obedient worship, or glory, from 
the nations.  With God’s passionate love at the core, the Bible is truly the story of His 
glory. 
 
Don’t be thrown off by the religious-sounding word “glory.”  Glory is the relational 
beauty that every person’s heart yearns to behold and even to enter.  The word “glory” in 
scripture refers to the essential worth, beauty and value of people, created things and, of 
course, the Creator Himself.  The Hebrew word for glory is a word meaning weight, 
substance, and at the same time, brilliance or radiant beauty.  To glorify someone is to 
recognize their intrinsic worth and beauty, and to speak of that feature in a public way. 
To glorify God is to praise or to speak of Him openly and truthfully.  Glory is at the heart 
of true worship throughout the Scriptures: 
 
All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord; and they 

shall glorify Your name (Ps 86:9). 
 

We…worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus…(Phil 3:3). 
 
The idea of “glory” also describes honor that can be given or awarded.  When someone is 
exalted or made great, they are, to some extent, in a biblical sense, glorified.  God is so 
rich in glory that He bestows extravagant honors upon His human servants without 
compromising His own majesty in the slightest.  Jesus exposed our habit of seeking 
“glory from one another,” and yet failing to “seek the glory that is from the one and only 
God” (John 5:44). 
 
God’s glory flows in two directions.  The first direction of His glory is toward the world.  
He shows His glory to people throughout the earth.  He reveals who He is and what He 
has done in order to bring about the second direction of glory – that people might give 
Him glory in loving worship.  God reveals glory to all nations in order that He might 
receive glory from people through worship. 
 
Psalm 96 shows these two directions of glory.  God mandates a declaration of His glory 
to the nations in verses 2 and 3: 
 

Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day.  Tell of His glory among the 
nations, His wonderful deeds among all the peoples. 
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What an eloquent portrayal of the evangelization of the world!  But the Psalmist goes on 
to tell the purpose for world evangelization by describing the second aspect of God’s 
glory:  a response of glory from the nations toward God in verses 7 to 9: 
 

Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
Give to the LORD glory and strength. 

Give to the LORD the glory of His name; 
Bring an offering, and come into His courts. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
Tremble before Him, all the earth. 

 
The heart of mission flows in this amazing economy of glory:  God reveals His glory to 
all nations in order to receive glory from all creation. 
 
Points to Ponder 
 
A dog will observe that, “you love me, you feed me, you provide for my needs, you 
must be God.”  A cat, on the other hand, will observe that, “you love me, you feed 
me, you provide for my needs, I must be God.”  Based upon this theology, would 
you classify yourself as a dog or a cat?  How would your life change personally if the 
story of His glory is truly “all about Him?”  How would our church change 
corporately? 
 
 

The Story of His Glory (Part 2) 
(Day 13) 

 
People are indeed saved by the global declaration of God’s salvation, but the ultimate 
value of their salvation is not to be seen in what they are saved from, it is what they are 
saved for that really matters.  People are saved to serve God in worship.  In this respect, 
we can say that world evangelization is for God.  However accustomed we may be to 
seeing people as being of paramount importance, the Bible is clear:  The rationale for 
mission is the colossal worthiness of God.  Examine the logic of Psalm 96:2-4: 
 
Proclaim good tidings of His salvation…tell of His glory…among all peoples.  For great 

is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. 
 
The Bible is the astounding drama of God’s love drawing the worship of the nations.  
Remember the basic thesis:  God reveals his glory to all peoples so that he may receive 
glory from all creation.  This double dimension of glory can help make sense out of an 
apparent jumble of ancient stories.  When Abraham arrived in the land of promise, he did 
not excel as a brilliant missionary, however we might define that role.  He’s certainly not 
on record as a great evangelist.  He was actually thrown out of Egypt in disgrace (Gen 
12:10-20).  Abraham’s neighbors frightened him into lying about his family.  Abraham’s 
rationale for falsely presenting his wife does not reveal an evangelist’s confidence that 
lives might change:  “Surely there is no fear of God in this place” (Gen 20:11).  But for 
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all his failings, he did the most missionary thing he could have done when he first arrived 
in the new land:  His first act was to establish ongoing public worship of God.  “He built 
an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD” (Gen 12:7-8).  His 
household may have been the only worshipers at that altar, but God was explicitly 
worshiped by name and in a public way. 
 
God’s plan was simple:  God would make His name great and then Israel could make His 
name known.  He has always purposed to single out His name from all other gods, and 
then to welcome the nations to worship Him personally in the light of that revealed name 
through the witness of the people of Israel. 
 
Christ is the crescendo of the story of God’s glory.  At the end of all things, He will have 
bought and brought people from every tribe and tongue to honor the Father. It’s no 
surprise then, to see how His every move was part of pressing the story of God’s glory 
toward its culmination for all nations.  Jesus summed up His ministry in terms of bringing 
global glory to His Father: 
 

“I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me 
to do.”  And what was the work?  “I manifested Your name to the men You gave Me out 

of the world” (John 17:4,6). 
 
Until now we have cried, “Let the earth hear His voice!”  Let us never cease voicing His 
Word to every creature.  But soon comes the day when, by most reckonings, the earth 
will have heard.  What then?  There is another cry, far more ancient.  It is a shout for 
earth’s destiny.  It is to be lifted today more than ever: 
 

“Let all the peoples praise You!” (Ps 67:3-5). 
 
We hear even now growing praise from the nations.  Now let us focus our deepest 
affections and boldest plans on the splendor of every people loving God with the 
sanctified best of their society.  What a magnificent hope! 
 
This emphasis on the glory of God is far more than a decorative flower on the Great 
Commission.  More than ever we must work together with a shared passion that Christ be 
named and that Christ is praised in every people.  A “doxological” (having to do with 
glory) vision of world evangelization offers practical wisdom essential for the finishing 
of the remaining task.  Stepping into the story of His glory will help us in three practical 
ways: 
 

 Deepen our Motive Base to a Love for God’s Glory 
 Define the Task as Increasing God’s Glory 
 Integrate Efforts for God’s Glory 

 
Within the vision for God’s glory lies the substance of true unity between churches.  With 
a jealousy for unique glory to come to God from every people, we can easily set aside 
demands for uniformity of worship and conduct.  We can delight in the variety of styles 
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of righteousness, peace, and joy, while increasing in jealousy for the commonly 
confessed singular truth in the person of Christ. 
 
Points to Ponder 
 
Do you have a heart for the nations?  John Piper states in his book entitled Let the 
Nations be Glad that “missions exist because worship doesn’t.”  How would you 
interpret that statement?  Do you agree or disagree?  If so, how does that change 
your personal approach to missions?  How does that change our corporate view?  
What attitudes do you need to set aside to see God’s glory revealed at FBC 
Batesville? 
 
 

Apostolic Passion 
(Day 14) 

 
This section is an excerpt from an article written by Floyd McClung entitled 
“Apostolic Passion.”  You are encouraged to read this article in its entirety located 
in the Appendix section of our Vision Walk. 
 
What is "Apostolic Passion?" The term "passion" is used to describe everything from 
romance to hunger pangs.  I don’t know what it means to you, but for me passion means 
whatever a person is willing to suffer for.  In fact, that’s the root meaning of the word. It 
comes from the Latin paserre, to suffer.  It is what you hunger for so intensely that you 
will sacrifice anything to have it.  The word "apostle" means a sent one, a messenger. 
"Apostolic Passion" therefore, is a deliberate, intentional choice to live for the worship of 
Jesus in the nations.  It has to do with being committed to the point of death to spreading 
His glory.  It’s the quality of those who are on fire for Jesus, who dream of the whole 
earth being covered with the Glory of the Lord. 
 
Those who have apostolic passion are planning to go, but willing to stay.  You know you 
have it when you are deeply disappointed that God has not called you to leave your home 
and get out among those who have never heard His name.  If you will not suffer and 
sacrifice for something, you are not passionate about it.  If you say you will do anything 
for Jesus, but you don’t suffer for Him, then you aren’t really passionate about Him and 
His purposes on earth. 
 
If you are like me, you need help figuring out how to grow this thing called passion.  I am 
motivated by reading how the apostle Paul got it.  He chose it.  Paul says in Romans 15 
that it is his ambition, his passion, if you will, to make Christ known.  It began for him 
with a revelation of Jesus that he nurtured all his adult life.  Paul not only encountered 
Christ on the road to Damascus; he kept on meeting Jesus every day.  This revelation of 
Jesus, and his study of God’s purposes, gave birth to Paul’s apostolic passion.  Knowing 
Jesus and making Him known consumed the rest of Paul’s life.  He "glorified in Christ 
Jesus in his service to God" (Rom. 15:17).  By comparison, everything else was dung, 
garbage, and stinking refuse.  Paul’s ambition was born from his understanding that God 
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longed for His Son to be glorified in the nations.  It was focused so that the "Gentiles 
might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 15:16). 
 
Human enthusiasm cannot sustain apostolic passion.  When God invests His own passion 
in you He desires to see His name glorified among all people, so you must build and 
develop what God has given you. 
 
The Apostle Paul was guided by his passions.  Acts 20 and 21 tell of his determination to 
go to Jerusalem despite his own personal anticipation of suffering, the warnings of true 
prophets, and the intense disapproval of his friends.  Why would Paul go against his own 
intuition, let alone the urgings of prophets and weeping entreaties of close friends?  He 
had a revelation of greater priority, of greater motivation: the glory of God.  Apostolic 
decision making starts with a passion for God’s glory in the nation, then asks, "Where 
shall I serve you?"  Most people do the opposite.  They ask the where-and-when 
questions without a revelation of His glory in the nations.  Is it any wonder they never 
hear God say, "Go!"  They have not cultivated a passion for the passions of God.  All 
kinds of lesser desires can be holding them captive.  They might never realize it. 
 
Present your gifts, vocations, and talents to the Lord. Press in to God.  Stay there until 
you long to go out in His name.  Remain there and nurture the longing to see the earth 
bathed with His praise.  Only then will you be able to trust your heart if you hear God say 
"Stay."  Only those who long to broadcast His glory to the nations have the right to stay. 
 
If you have apostolic passion, you are one of the most dangerous people on the planet. 
The world no longer rules your heart.  You are no longer seduced by getting and gaining 
but devoted to spreading and proclaiming the glory of God in the nations.  You live as a 
pilgrim, unattached to the cares of this world.  You are not afraid of loss.  You even dare 
to believe you may be given the privilege of dying to spread His fame on the earth.  The 
Father’s passions have become your passions.  You find your satisfaction and 
significance in Him.  You believe He is with you always, to the end of life itself.  You are 
sold out to God, and you live for the Lamb.  Satan fears you, and the angels applaud you. 
Your greatest dream is that His name will be praised in languages never before heard in 
heaven.  Your reward is the look of pure delight you anticipate seeing in His eyes when 
you lay at His feet, and the just reward of His suffering: the worship of the redeemed. 
You have apostolic passion. 
 
Points to Ponder 
 
List some things that you would consider yourself to be “passionate” about.  If that 
same passion was redirected to things of Kingdom significance could you become 
“dangerous” for Christ?  Do you really believe that you can make a difference?  Do 
you really believe that First Baptist Church can make a difference?  What is your 
personal God-given role in world missions?  How can you find out? 
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Application 
(Day 15) 

 
Staff has to lead in reproduction, the leading of people to Jesus Christ.  This is not some 
kind of quota system or numerical goal, but rather a commitment to putting at least as 
much effort into praying for and looking for opportunities to share the faith as we put 
time and effort into committees and programs of our church.  The lay leaders have to free 
up the staff to be able to do this.  The pattern of assigning more and more tasks and 
expectations to the staff, which push us away from community contact and evangelism, 
needs to be reversed and relieved. 
 
Points to Ponder 
 
Read Acts 6:1-7; What prompted the choosing of the seven (deacons)?  What was 
the result?  What can First Baptist Batesville learn from this?  What do you think 
will happen if we embrace this? 
 
We need to work together to have a climate for growth in our church.  That means we 
stop dwelling on what’s wrong with the church, staff, etc., and start dwelling on what’s 
right about Jesus Christ.  No wave of spiritual births is going to spring forth among us if 
we do not create a healthy “nursery environment” for new births.  The New Testament 
pattern has to be followed – the whole church has the assignment of telling people about 
Jesus Christ, and bringing lost people to God’s house to be exposed to His truth and life.  
We have to be enthusiastic about this.  Jesus was not speaking only to the apostles in Acts 
1:8.  The whole church was present.  Paul recounts a post-resurrection meeting with Jesus 
where 500 were present (1 Corinthians 15:6), and Acts 1:8 may just be that time. 
 
There are many practical things that we can engage in as we accept the responsibility 
personally and corporately for “Evangelizing the World” under the guidance and strength 
of the Holy Spirit.  These include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Pray for and look for personal opportunities to tell the story of Jesus’ love 
 Become personally broken over lost people here and around the world 
 Enable the staff to have ample ministry time in this witnessing by example 
 Develop ESL (English as a Second Language) classes or other Spanish language 

ministries 
 Embrace the relocation to our Eagle Mountain property as a tangible way of 

saying to Batesville, “We will adjust to truly address your spiritual needs,” in 
other words, as carrying out the Great Commission locally 

 Conduct block parties and Special Event Evangelism (SEE) activities 
 Staff a Missions Application Team – for missions projects, trips, strategy 
 Staff an Evangelism Training and Resource Team – practical witness training, 

tools for evangelism, periodic focus on outreach plans 
 People Group adoption 
 Missions’ offerings 
 Missionary housing 
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 Staff Healers of the Breach teams – divorce recovery, addictions recovery, 
counseling, etc. 

 Create new resident contact ministry 
 
We need to envision becoming a signal or missional church, large enough to underwrite 
several levels of missions commitment on an ongoing basis:  Stateside mission trips, both 
construction and evangelistic ministry types of trips, multi-trip projects over several years 
in a given place overseas, a Spanish language outreach locally, and associational projects 
to strengthen sister churches in accomplishing the Acts 1:8 challenge.  All of these could 
then be planned for and carried out in closer proximity of time. 
 
We need to pray and work to create an environment which encourages members to 
commit to career missions work and vocational church work.  Do we invest in prayer, 
asking the Father to call persons from among us to career service?  Do we program in 
such a way as to find out how members’ gifts fit together to reach our community and our 
world? 
 
As we mobilize corporately to accomplish the Acts 1:8 challenge we should constantly 
have the mind-set to open more doors for people to find Jesus Christ as Lord, and to pray, 
dream and plan for those who “aren’t here yet.” 
 
Points to Ponder 
 
Take the Spiritual Gifts Survey located in the Appendix section of our Vision Walk, 
if you did not complete it during Week 2 (Day 10), then look closely at your results.  
Are you serving Jesus Christ by using the spiritual gifts He has given you?  Are you 
prepared to reach your Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of earth for Christ?  
Are we prepared as a church to accept this Acts 1:8 challenge?  If not, then pray 
that God will equip us with that pure and holy passion to run and follow hard after 
Him.  
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With the nations watching, Abraham reso-
lutely named God as the one who would re-
ward and bless him. His bold words (Gen
14:21-24) were substantiated by the gift of
goods Abraham offered God. Abraham of-
fered to God the wealth of Sodom as well as
that of other nations. He helped foreign na-
tions present a tithe to God, a recognized for-
mal act of worship (Gen 14:18-20). With
Melchizedek as presiding priest, Abraham
functioned, as a priest, by offering worship
gifts on behalf of other nations.

Abraham was blessed in order to be a
blessing to the nations (Gen 12:1-3). But the
purpose goes beyond the blessing of na-
tions. God Himself is blessed! Melchizedek
openly recognized that Abraham was
blessed by God. By God’s power, Abraham
had been a blessing to his neighbors by res-
cuing enslaved families and their goods. But
the grand result was that God Himself
would be blessed in praise! Listen to
Melchizedek: “Blessed be Abram of God
Most High…And blessed be God Most
High…” (Gen 14:18-20).

What do we learn from the entire series of
events? Abraham made God’s name known
by his ongoing worship. God made His name
great by dramatic redemptive power through
His people. The outcome was a multi-na-
tional gathering of grateful honor in which
God was explicitly worshiped in truth.

Global Purpose Confirmed by
Obedience in Worship

The crucial, proving moment of
Abraham’s life was a worship event (Gen 22).
God told Abraham to bring His son Isaac to
offer him in an act of worship. It was a test to
prove what Abraham and his family would
be. Would God find in Abraham an obedient,
priestly passion for God (literally, “a fearer of
God,” Gen 22:12)? Would Abraham prove to
be zealous to offer the worship God desired?
If so, God would find him to have the kind of
faith that God wanted multiplied among the
nations. You know the story. At the very
moment that Abraham obeyed in worship,
God spoke from heaven with solemn oath,
declaring forcefully His global purpose to
bless the peoples of the earth through
Abraham’s family (22:18).

The Exodus
God did more for His name than to gain
early worship from Abraham. God went glo-
bal in a big way at the Exodus. At first
glance, the story of the Exodus doesn’t look
like a great missionary event. Thousands of
Egyptians died. Grief covered every Egyptian
home. What was God doing?

The key passage is Exodus 9:13-16 in
which Moses gives an ultimatum to Pharaoh,
with a bold word about His purposes:

Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews,

Let My people go, that they may serve Me.
For this time I will send all My plagues on
you and your servants and your people, so
that you may know that there is no one like me in
all the earth. For if by now I had put forth My
hand and struck you and your people with
pestilence, you would then have been cut off
from the earth. But indeed, for this cause I
have allowed you to remain, in order to
show you My power, and in order to proclaim
My name through all the earth’(my italics).

Take note that God never said, “Let My
people go!” That’s just half the sentence, with-
out the purpose. Take care to hear the entire
cry of salvation: “Let my people go, that they
may worship Me!” (Ex 8:1, 20, 9:1, 13, 10:3) 4

Pharaoh well understood the entire de-
mand of Moses that the people be released to
worship. Pharaoh probably thought that the
appeal for a worship vacation was a ploy to
disguise plans for escape. Perhaps many of
the Hebrews made the same mistake. How
many of them may have thought that the
plans to worship God in the wilderness were
but a ruse to dupe the authorities? Is it any
wonder then that many of them remained
fixated on matters of comfort, diet, safety and
entertainment? They were slow to compre-
hend that in their escape, God had a purpose
for Himself in the sight of the nations. They
had turned salvation inside-out: They seri-
ously thought that their rescue was the pre-
dominate concern of God. Instead, God was
orchestrating a powerful plan to draw the at-
tention of the nations to Himself.

God Brings Global Attention
to His Name
God was singling Himself out from all the
gods of earth. He was making an “everlast-
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Christ is the crescendo of the story of God’s

glory. He will have bought and brought people

from every tribe and tongue to honor the Father.

The Glory of God in Christ
Christ is the crescendo of the story of God’s
glory. At the end of all things, He will have
bought and brought people from every tribe
and tongue to honor the Father. It’s no sur-
prise then, to see how His every move was
part of pressing the story of God’s glory to-
ward its culmination for all nations.

Jesus summed up His ministry in terms of
bringing global glory to His Father:

“I glorified You on the earth, having accom-
plished the work which You have given Me
to do.” And what was the work? “I mani-
fested Your name to the men You gave Me
out of the world” (John 17:4,6).

Sanctify Your Name
The prayer Jesus taught His disciples to

pray can be easily misunderstood because of
the antiquated English translation, “Hal-
lowed be Thy name.” This prayer is not a
statement of praise. It is explicitly a request
in the original language: “Father…sanctify
your name!” To paraphrase, “Father lift up,
single out, exalt, manifest, and reveal Your
name to the people of earth. Become famous
for who You really are. Cause the people of
earth to know and adore You!” The prayer
can be prayed most thoroughly in the global
dimension that Jesus taught: “on earth as it
is in heaven.” There is no question of the
primacy of this prayer for all believers. The
prayer has to be understood. There can be
little doubt that Jesus is teaching the Church
to pray for the fulfillment of ancient pur-
poses revealed in the Law, the stories, the
songs and the prophecies of Israel for the
glory of God.

In one telling encounter with the non-Jew-
ish Samaritan woman, Jesus declared God’s
future for her and other Gentile nations: “An
hour is coming, and now is, when the true
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit
and truth; for such people the Father seeks to
be His worshipers” (John 4:23).

A House of Worship from All Peoples
In His most public hour and most pas-

sionate moment, Jesus made an issue of the
worship of the peoples. He cleansed the
temple of the religious commercialism
which formed a blockade prohibiting the na-
tions from approaching God. He quoted
Isaiah 56:7, “My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all peoples.” The reli-
gious leaders listening to Him immediately
recalled the rest of the passage that Jesus
was quoting from Isaiah 56:6-7. Jesus in-
tended for them to hear it fully:

Also the foreigners who join themselves
to the Lord, to minister to Him, and to
love the name of the Lord,…even those I
will bring to My holy mountain, and
make them joyful in My house of prayer.
Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be acceptable on My altar. For My
house will be called a house of prayer for all
the peoples.

Just before going to His death, He dis-
played His life purpose, and the purpose of
His soon-coming death (John 12:24-32). He
openly considered the option of asking the
Father to rescue Him from death: “What
shall I say, Father, save Me from this hour?”
But instead of asking to escape, He said,
“But for this purpose I came to this hour.”
What purpose was this? The purpose bursts
forth from His heart in His next statement. It
becomes the prayer of His death and His
life: “Father! Glorify Your name!” And then,
to the bewildered amazement of those
standing near Him, God the Father Himself
answered Jesus from heaven: “I have both
glorified it (My name), and will glorify it

again.” God’s answer
from heaven still thun-
ders, if you can hear it. It
is God’s answer to any-
one who yields their life
to the Father for the
greater glory of His

name. Jesus said that the answer didn’t
come for Him, but for His followers who
would come to similar moments of choosing
to follow Him (12:30) in accordance with
God’s ancient purpose. How would Jesus’
death glorify God’s name? “If I be lifted up,
I will draw all people to Myself” (12:32).
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Ministry of Surpassing
Glory with Paul
Paul saw his life as continuing the ancient
purpose toward a huge global outpouring of
obedient worship from all nations. His most
precise statement of mission purpose was to
“bring about the obedience of faith among all
the nations for His name’s sake” (Rom 1:5, em-
phasis mine). Paul saw the entire world as di-
vided into two categories: where Christ was
“named” and where Christ was not yet
named. Paul resolutely prioritized his efforts
so as to labor where Christ was not named
(Rom 15:20).8

We can see the double direction of God’s
glory in Paul’s ministry. On the one hand
he labored to glorify God by revealing
Christ to the nations—getting Christ
“named.” But his highest zeal, the very
boast of his being, was in that which was to
come back to God from the nations. “Be-
cause of the grace that was given to me
from God, to be a minister of Christ Jesus to
the nations, [priesting] the gospel,9 that my
offering of the nations might become pleas-
ing, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Therefore
in Christ Jesus I have found reason for
boasting in things pertaining to God” 10

(Rom 15:15-17).
Paul’s passionate ambition to “preach

the gospel” was based on the far more fun-
damental commission (or in his language,
a “grace that was given”) which he had re-
ceived from God to “priest the gospel.”
There’s no mistaking the imagery. Paul
sees himself before God, serving the na-
tions as if he were a priest, instructing and
ushering them near to God, helping them
bring the glory of their nation to God for
His pleasure. Paul’s job was not to change
the societies and cultures. The Spirit of
God was at work transforming and sancti-
fying the finest possible display of glory
from the peoples.

Paul labored at great cost with a bril-
liant vision before him. It was something
he knew was worth working and waiting
for. “With one voice” many diverse
streams of believers, Jew and Gentile,
weak and strong, will together “glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Rom 15:6).

A Rehearsal for Eternal Glory
At the end of history, we will marvel at how
abundantly God’s love has been fulfilled. His
love will have triumphed by winning pas-
sionate devotion from all peoples. Jesus will
have thoroughly fulfilled the promise He ut-
tered to His Father, “I have made Your name
known to them, and I will make it known;
that the love wherewith You loved Me may
be in them…” (John 17:26).

Beyond history, we will have found that
all of the worshipful service of the many na-
tions throughout the generations will have
been a rehearsal for greater affairs of love and
glory, still involving the beautified glory from
every people.

Heaven will fill earth: “Behold, the taber-
nacle of God is among men, and He shall
dwell among them, and they shall be His
peoples,11 and God Himself shall be among
them” (Rev 21:3).

The peoples will endure everlastingly.
The city which is heaven on earth will be
adorned by kings of the peoples continually
bringing the treasure and fruit of the
peoples to God’s throne (Rev 21:22-26). We
will serve Him, awed and honored by hav-
ing His very name on our faces. And gazing
into His face, we shall serve Him as beloved
priests (Rev 22:1-5).

What is an Evangelized World For?
Until now we have cried, “Let the earth hear
His voice!” Let us never cease voicing His
Word to every creature. But soon comes the
day when, by most reckonings, the earth will
have heard. What then?

There is another cry, far more ancient. It is
a shout for earth’s destiny. It is to be lifted to-
day more than ever: “Let all the peoples
praise You!” (Ps 67:3-5). We hear even now
growing praise from the nations. Now let us
focus our deepest affections and boldest
plans on the splendor of every people loving
God with the sanctified best of their society.
What a magnificent hope!

CHANGES IN PRACTICE

This emphasis on the glory of God is far
more than a decorative flower on the Great
Commission. More than ever we must work
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together with a shared passion that Christ
be named and that Christ is praised in ev-
ery people. A “doxological” (having to do
with glory) vision of world evangelization
offers practical wisdom essential for the fin-
ishing of the remaining task. Stepping into
the story of His glory will help us in three
practical ways:

1. Deepen Our Motive Base to a
Love for God’s Glory

World evangelization is for God. It is com-
mon to work out of a concern for the predica-
ment of people—either to see them saved from
hell, or to see them served to communal whole-
ness, or both. Such compassion is biblical and
necessary. However, our love for people takes
on balance and power when our overriding
passion is for God to be honored by the kind-
ness extended in His name; and even more, for
God to be thanked personally by the people
transformed by the power of the gospel.

Jesus was moved with an abounding com-
passion as He saw the multitudes as aban-
doned sheep, but He did not respond to the
naked need. He deliberately recast His vision
of the same lost crowds with a different meta-
phor. Instead of beleaguered sheep, He saw
the people as carrying great value to God:
“His harvest.” Who can comprehend God’s
delight in the fullness of the fruit He receives
from people’s lives? Jesus began to do just
that. From that vision He implored the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers to bring God
His harvest (Matt 9:35-38). Jesus knew that in
God’s ways, volunteering is of little value.
Anything of lasting power comes from an au-
thentic “sending” of God. Compassion flows
like rivers from one who is truly sent.

Mission efforts which draw their motiva-
tion from compassionate response to human
predicament will only go so far. Guilt-based
appeals to care for hurting or lost people con-
tinue to soften our hearts a little. In practice,
however, they weary and harden believers to
a minimal token obedience. Costly and diffi-
cult work needs to be done. Such labor cannot
be sustained by the fleeting, momentary zeal
generated by appeals for desperate, perishing
souls. God’s global purpose is an ancient af-
fair, far more than an urgent need. Now more
than ever believers need to be nurtured into a

far-reaching jealousy for God’s glory. With
confident certainty that God will fulfill His
promise, we can be deeply moved by needs
while acting boldly for God’s purpose.

2. Define the Task as
Increasing God’s Glory

Never has there been a day when Chris-
tians are taking so much care to reach all of
the world’s peoples. Considering people
groups and their cultures helps to devise ef-
fective gospel communication to specific cul-
tures. The people group approach appears to
be useful for evaluating progress and appor-
tioning different assignments for effective
collaboration.

Even so, the people group approach has
been a contentious issue. For years, some
have decried the entire approach as disinte-
grating the unity of churches or as a cover for
stubborn attitudes of colonial domination by
Westerners. Recently, others have quietly
abandoned the people group approach for
other paradigms which seem more workable.
Even as nation-states disintegrate overnight
into the competing peoples that comprise
them, country-by-country approaches to
evangelization are still proving attractive.
Other geographical approaches range from
marking urban centers, to drawing windows
of longitude and latitude, to mapping spiri-
tual forces arrayed against the gospel. Of
course, the peoples of the earth are geo-
graphical, urbanized, nationalized entities.
We need to take note of these dimensions as
important factors in fashioning useful ap-
proaches to any people. But our goal must not
be reduced to approaching peoples merely to
“impact” them as “targets.” We must aim be-
yond the gospel encounter. We must aim to
see obedient worship result for God which
may be distinctive to that particular people.

I submit that it is not the people group
approach which is important, but the people
group result. What is the result of the gos-
pel? Surely something more than every per-
son having a chance to pass verdict on the
message. God has promised to get obedient
glory for Himself from every tribe and
tongue. He yearns for the unique outpour-
ing of love, righteousness, wisdom and wor-
ship that can come from every people. This
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End Notes
1. What about the name “Yahweh,” or, as some translations render it, “Jehovah?” It is no doubt an im-

portant name. But we must be careful not to regard the living God as actually having a single, legal
“real” name, as if He had a birth certificate on file somewhere. The Bible is consistent in urging us to
know Him as He aspires to be globally known. The question of Exodus 3:13 was probably not a ref-
erence issue (Which god are you representing, Moses?). It was a reputation concern (What kind of
track record has this God built for Himself that would move us to commit such a suicidal act of insur-
rection against Pharaoh? What is the basis of the trustworthiness of God?). It’s possible to understand
the tetragrammaton (YHWH) in a verbal sense of “I will cause to be what shall be,” which is per-
fectly in keeping with a God who is both Creator and promise keeper. The larger context brings em-
phasis on God’s final answer to the people’s question: “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has
sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations” (Ex 3:15).

2. The Hebrew word often translated “ascribe” is a simple word meaning “give.” I use the most literal
translation “give” because “ascribe” could make it appear to be an entirely cognitive affair. The
context describes this worship as an affair involving gifts from people to God which far surpass
mere mental ascriptions.

3. Abram recognized that by God’s promise to bless him and his family, God was virtually constitut-
ing a new family. The biblical concept of blessing was loaded with overtones of family honor and
heritage. A biblical blessing was often a statement of power which bestowed a destiny. A family
blessing often became the most valued feature of an inheritance. Many present-day societies re-
strict the idea of inheritance to shuffling unspent assets after the death of an ancestor. Biblical in-
heritance was not considered to be the leftovers from one generation trickling down to be con-
sumed by the next. A blessing was known to be a special heritage for future generations of a family,
multiplying with increased abundance. The most astounding feature of the blessing promised to
Abram (Gen 12:1-3) was that God was entrusting to him an endowment that was destined to im-
part something substantial to every single family on the planet, far beyond one extended family.

would be the best rationale for planting in-
digenous churches. Such a vantage point
elevates the distinctive wonder of each
people group, and at the same time, en-
hances the value of extending the gospel
breakthrough to every place. Geography
matters all the more. Every city and place
takes on greater significance as the venue of
a unique display of God’s Kingdom.

3. Integrate Efforts For God’s Glory
The obviously false dichotomy of evangelism
and social action can be set aside with a
doxological approach. Arguments have
swirled around which part of man is more
important: Is it more important to save a soul
or to heal a community? The question is
equally repugnant to all. The most common
response has been vague generalizations sug-
gesting that we treat the issue as a “both/
and” matter instead of an “either/or” ques-
tion. We may be able to do better. What if the
same issues were resolutely examined and
embraced for what comes to God?

Glory comes to God from gospel declara-
tion or a kind deed done in His name. Greater
glory resounds when whole communities see
Christ’s hand transforming their lives.

Some have needlessly proposed a double
mandate to fashion a point of balance. The
so-called cultural mandate to fill the earth is
balanced by the evangelistic mandate to
evangelize the world. Is there not a singular
purpose of God being served by all the
peoples and in all places of the earth? The
service of the nations must be a total life obe-
dience of justice and righteousness. The wor-
ship offerings now to be brought to God
through Christ are words as well as works.

Within the vision for God’s glory lies the
substance of true unity between churches.
With a jealousy for unique glory to come to
God from every people, we can easily set
aside demands for uniformity of worship
and conduct. We can delight in the variety of
styles of righteousness, peace, and joy, while
increasing in jealousy for the commonly con-
fessed singular truth in the person of Christ.
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4. See as well the other variations of the appeal to release the Hebrews which reflect that the gen-
eral Hebrew word translated “serve” is very much in the context of service of worship (Ex 3:12,
4:23, 5:1, 7:16, 8:27, 29, 10:9). See especially Exodus 10:26 which makes it clear that to “serve”
was to offer sacrificial gifts to God.

5. See Moses and the Gods of Egypt, by John Davis, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1971)
6. God had given this extensive summary of His dealings as His name at Sinai (Ex 33:19, 34:6-8). It is

good news in a capsule about how God does things with people. It is a very significant statement,
and was recognized by later generations of Israel as a summary of what was to be proclaimed
among the nations (Ps 86:9-15, 145:1-2, 8-12,21). Jonah himself recognized this package of truth as
something that he knew, that he had withheld from the Ninevites (Jonah 3:9-4:2).

7. Don’t take Solomon’s question about God dwelling with people on earth as a word of despair of
God ever dwelling with people. His prayer is not intended as a definitive map of the cosmos. It
rather fits the self-effacing approach to the Most High. He follows with a profoundly humble ap-
peal, in a most formal framework of courtly language, that the king of all the earth deign to turn
his eyes toward a place of encounter and hold audience as he had promised (2 Chr 6:19-21).
Compare 2 Chronicles 6:1-2 in which Solomon acknowledges the cloud of God’s glory so filling
the temple that no priest could endure the dreadful brilliance (2 Chr 5:13-14).

8. A close look at the context shows what Paul means by Christ being “named.” It was not a matter
of the message of Christ being preached once by a missionary, but rather a “foundation” being
laid (Rom 15:20). Paul has just been speaking of specific regions in which the gospel is “fulfilled”
or brought to a substantial closure (Rom 15:19). Translations such as “fully preached” or “fully
proclaimed” stress the cognitive transfer of gospel information far too steeply, especially in light
of the full menu of gospel activities just reviewed in 15:18-19. In light of how Paul uses the idea
of “foundation” elsewhere (particularly 1 Cor 3:8-15), I conclude that “Christ is named” when
there is a growing movement of obedience to Christ established which has proven potential to ar-
ticulate and demonstrate the life of Christ to its entire community. This is what many would con-
sider a church.

9. Paul uses the idea of a priest and activates it as a verb so that he effectively says that he is “priesting”
the gospel. The image is that of a Hebrew priest whose primary task was to help the people present
their worship gifts to God.

10. The idea is “toward the face of God” as if in a temple.
11. Some variant manuscripts with good attestation keep the word “peoples” plural in this passage.

Study Questions
1. How does prayer, which asks God to sanctify His name work, toward fulfilling an ancient pur-

pose of God?

2. Explain how the fulfillment of the Great Commission will result in worship “from every people.”

3. Explain how worship both reveals God’s glory, and allows God to fully accomplish His love for
people.

4. Hawthorne says that the story of the Bible is directed toward God being known and worshiped.
Critique his thesis. Is there a coherent story throughout the Bible?  Is God’s glory the paramount
theme?  What other options are there?



 



APOSTOLIC PASSION 
By Floyd McClung 

What is "Apostolic Passion?" The term "passion" is used to describe everything 
from romance to hunger pangs. I don’t know what it means to you, but for me 
passion means whatever a person is willing to suffer for. In fact, that’s the root 
meaning of the word. It comes from the Latin paserre, to suffer. It is what you 
hunger for so intensely that you will sacrifice anything to have it. The word 
"apostle" means a sent one, a messenger. "Apostolic Passion" therefore, is a 
deliberate, intentional choice to live for the worship of Jesus in the nations. It has 
to do with committed to the point of death to spreading His glory. It’s the quality 
of those who are on fire for Jesus, who dream of the whole earth being covered 
with the Glory of the Lord. 

I know when apostolic passion has died in my heart. It happens when I don’t 
spend my quiet time dreaming of the time when Jesus will be worshipped in 
languages that aren’t yet heard in heaven. I know it’s missing from my life when I 
sing about heaven, but live as if earth is my home. Apostolic passion is dead in 
my heart when I dream more about sports, toys, places to go and people to see, 
than I do about the nations worshipping Jesus. I have lost it, too, when I make 
decisions based on the danger involved, not the glory God will get. 

Those who have apostolic passion are planning to go, but willing to stay. You 
know you have it when you are deeply disappointed that God has not called you 
to leave your home and get out among those who have never heard His name. If 
you will not suffer and sacrifice for something, you are not passionate about it. If 
you say you will do anything for Jesus, but you don’t suffer for Him then you 
aren’t really passionate abut Him and His purposes on earth. 

If you don’t have it, how do you go about getting this thing called apostolic 
passion? Is it like ordering pizza at the door in 30 minutes or less, guaranteed? Is 
there an 800 number to call? Or better yet, just send us you special gift of $15 or 
more, and we’ll rush you some passion, express delivery, overnight mail. 

If you are like me, you need help figuring out how to grow this thing called 
passion. I am motivated by reading how the apostle Paul got it. He chose it. Paul 
says in Romans 15 that it is his ambition, his passion, if you will, to make Christ 
known. It began for him with a revelation of Jesus, that he nurtured all his adult 
life. Paul not only encountered Christ on the road to Damascus; he kept on 
meeting Jesus every day. This revelation of Jesus, and his study of God’s 
purposes, gave birth to Paul’s apostolic passion. Knowing Jesus and making Him 
known consumed the rest of Paul’s life. He "glorified in Christ Jesus in his service 
to God" (Rom. 15:17). By comparison, everything else was dung, garbage, and 
stinking refuse. Paul’s ambition was born from his understanding that God longed 
for His Son to be glorified in the nations. It was focused so that the "Gentiles 



might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 
15:16) 

Human enthusiasm cannot sustain apostolic passion. When God invests His own 
passion in you He desires to see His name glorified among all people, so you 
must build and develop what God has given you. 

Four things will help: 

1. Apostolic Abandonment 

Too many people want the fruit of Paul’s ministry without paying the price that 
Paul paid. He died. He died to everything. He died daily. He was crucified with 
Christ. This strongwilled, opinionated man knew that he must die to self. He knew 
that in his flesh, he couldn’t generate the revelation of Jesus; he couldn’t sustain 
the heart of Christ. So he died. He abandoned himself. We live in a world of 
competing passions. If we do not die to self and fill our lives with the consuming 
passions of the worship of God in the nations, we will end up with other passions. 
It’s possible to deceive ourselves into thinking we have Biblical passions when, in 
reality, all we have done is to baptize the values of our culture and give them 
Christian names. We will have chosen apostolic passion only when our hearts 
are filled with God’s desire for His son to be worshipped in the nations. May I 
encourage you, dear friends, to give up your life? I challenge you to pray this 
prayer: "Lord, be ruthless with me in revealing my selfish ambition and lack of 
willingness to die to myself." I guarantee that He will answer your prayer quickly. 

2. Apostolic Focus 

The greatest enemy of the ambition to see Jesus worshipped in the nations is the 
lack of focus. You can run around expending energy on all sorts of good 
ministries, and not get one step closer to the nations. I don’t have anything 
against all the projects and ministries out there. God’s people do them, and I 
don’t question their obedience to God. But the church has an apostolic calling, 
and an apostolic mission. God has called us to the nations. We must focus, or 
we won’t obey. Focus on what? I believe God wants a people for Himself. 
Activity, without a desire that God has a people for Himself, is just activity, not 
missions. You can have evangelism without missions. Short-term ministries are 
great, as long as they focus on raising up workers to plant churches. You might 
say, "I’m not called to plant churches." Yes you are! It’s always the will of God to 
have a people who worship His son in the Nations. You’ll never have to worry 
about making God mad if you try to plant a church. It seems crazy to me that 
people are under the delusion that they need a special calling to save souls, 
disciple them, and get them together to love Jesus. Whatever ministry you are 
with, you must understand one thing: church planting is not for us, it’s for God. 
We do it so God will have the people to worship Him! 



  

3. Apostolic Praying 

A young man in Bible school offered to help David Wilkerson years ago when he 
was ministering on the streets of New York City. Wilkerson asked how much time 
he spent in prayer. The young man estimated about 20 minutes a day. Wilkerson 
told him, "Go back young man, Go back for a month and pray for two hours a 
day, every day for 30 days. When you have done that, come back. Come back, 
and I might consider turning you loose on the streets where there is murder, 
rape, violence, and danger. If I sent you out now on 20 minutes a day, I’d be 
sending a soldier into battle without any weapons, and you would get killed." 

You can get into heaven my friend, without a lot of prayer. You can have a one-
minute quiet time every day, and God will still love you, but you won’t hear a 
"Well done, good and faithful servant" on one-minute conversations with God. 
And you certainly can’t make it on that kind of prayer life in the hard places where 
Jesus is not known or worshipped. Here’s a challenge for you: Read everything 
Paul says about prayer, then ask yourself, "Am I willing to pray like that?" Paul 
said that he prayed, "night and day with tears, without ceasing, with thankfulness 
in the spirit, constantly and boldly for godly sorrow against the evil one." 

4. Apostolic Decision Making 

If you live without a vision of the glory of God filling the whole earth, you are in 
danger of serving your own dreams of greatness, as you wait to do "the best 
thing" God tells you. There are too any over-fed, under-motivated Christians 
hiding behind the excuse that God has not spoken to them. They are waiting to 
hear voices or see dreams, all the while living to make money, to provide for their 
futures, to dress well and have fun. The Apostle Paul was guided by his 
passions. Acts 20 and 21 tell of his determination to go to Jerusalem despite his 
own personal anticipation of suffering, the warnings of true prophets, and the 
intense disapproval of his friends. Why would Paul go against his own intuition let 
alone the urgings of prophets and weeping entreaties of close friends? He had a 
revelation of greater priority, of greater motivation: the glory of God. Apostolic 
decision making starts with a passion for God’s glory in the nation, then asks, 
"Where shall I serve you?" Most people do the opposite. They ask the where-
and-when questions without a revelation of His glory in the nations. Is it any 
wonder they never hear God say, "Go!" They have not cultivated a passion for 
the passions of God. All kinds of lesser desires can be holding them captive. 
They might never realize it. 

Present your gifts, vocations, and talents to the Lord. Press in to God. Stay there 
until you long to go out in His name. Remain there and nurture the longing to see 
the earth bathed with His praise. Only then will you be able to trust your heart if 



you hear God say. "Stay." Only those who long to broadcast His glory to the 
nations have the right to stay. 

If you have apostolic passion, you are one of the most dangerous people 
on the planet. The world no longer rules your heart. You are no longer seduced 
by getting and gaining but devoted to spreading and proclaiming the glory of God 
in the nations. You live as a pilgrim, unattached to the cares of this world. You 
are not afraid of loss. You even dare to believe you may be given the privilege of 
dying to spread His fame on the earth. The Father’s passions have become your 
passions. You find your satisfaction and significance in Him. You believe He is 
with you always, to the end of life itself. You are sold out to God, and you live for 
the Lamb. Satan fears you, and the angels applaud you. Your greatest dream is 
that His name will be praised in languages never before heard in heaven. Your 
reward is the look of pure delight you anticipate seeing in His eyes when you lay 
at His feet, and the just reward of His suffering: the worship of the redeemed. 
You have apostolic passion. 

Ed. Note 

Floyd McClung is a director in the YWAM organization.  If you are looking for a 
mission organization there is none better.  My daughter just returned from a 
mission and I know what I am talking about. 

Go here for more info. 

http//:www.ywam.org  

 




