Vision Walk Week 8: Denomination

Denomination

(Week 8)

Central Truth: “Realizing that we are better together than we could
ever be as one church alone.”

Denomination Defined
(Day 36)

We are Southern Baptists by choice and should not apologize for that, but embrace it and
leverage it to make a difference in our expanded community. Today we will focus on
four (4) key areas within denomination that will amplify the fact that we are better
together than we could ever be as one church alone:

» Leadership — If we see ourselves as leaders in the Association (for example),
then we should become convinced that outgiving all other churches will be
inadequate in itself to express that leadership. Real leadership will do more than
fill positions on boards or committees; it will raise the level of confidence in
smaller churches as to the depth of grace our partnership can reach, and will
increase their faith in what they can accomplish in their field of service because
we are willing to exhort them and strengthen their hands through the counsel of
our experience and strengths.

> Resources — We can use the blessings of God to serve other congregations and
encourage greater health in our area’s ministry. Sharing study materials with
other churches as we currently do is a very good thing. We can do more. We can
provide policy documents, skilled persons and their expertise, and prepared teams
to assist smaller churches (who would probably never ask without seeing the
preparation on our part) without a cost to them.

» Missional — This is a newer term used by our denomination. What it means to us
is to develop a larger heart to touch our world with significant impact. Ongoing
missions projects over several years, partnering to repair or build structures in
developing ministry fields, conducting medical missions trips, while sustaining
local ministry outreach projects (e.g. juvenile detention ministry, English as a
Second Language classes) — all this requires a congregation strong enough to
conduct a broad-based missions ministry. While we can start small congregations
which serve other purposes, there is a role for the mature, strong and effective
church. God is calling us to be this kind of church.

> Doctrinal — We are not Southern Baptists merely by tradition or heritage, but by
personal conviction from Scriptural truth. The Cooperative Program is not the
“tie that binds us,” but is a tool which expresses our unity of intent and our
Biblical mandate from God. We must return to a vibrant personal discipline of
examining the Word, basing our training as a church fully on the Bible as the
living Word of God, and relate to our culture and our personal responsibilities as
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the Bible dictates. Our church membership must be founded and maintained on
the stipulations of the Faith, and membership must require accountability and
public commitment.

Points to Ponder

Why are you Southern Baptist? Is your faith your own?

When we “join a local church,” are we making a choice of personal preference or
are we completing the local Body of believers as designed by the Holy Spirit? Have
we in any way tried to determine the size or scope of the church which Christ has
formed and which belongs to Him? Have we dared to raise our familiar principles
and philosophical styles (through church policies and documents) to a level of
dogma which binds us to only become what we can be in our strength?

What We Believe

The Baptist Faith & Message, Part 1
(Day 37)

You become a Southern Baptist by uniting with a Southern Baptist church, one in
friendly cooperation with the general Southern Baptist enterprise of reaching the world
for Christ. Typically church membership is a matter of receiving Jesus as your Savior
and Lord and experiencing believer’s baptism by immersion.

Southern Baptists have prepared a statement of generally held convictions called “The
Baptist Faith and Message.” 1t serves as a guide to understanding who we are. It is
located in the Appendix section and we will be walking through it together over the next
three (3) days.

As you can see, there are many scripture references provided to support the components
of “The Baptist Faith and Message.” Select a representative set of Old and New
Testament references to review as you walk through it this week.

» The Scriptures — Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms
19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32;
Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts
2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12;
1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21
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> God
o God the Father — Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:11f,;
Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3;
Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9;
28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans
8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15;
1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7
o God the Son — Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1{f.; Isaiah 7:14; 53;
Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19;
Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38;
11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts
1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34;
10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21;
8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11;
Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16;
Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2;
13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9;
Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16
o God the Holy Spirit — Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms
51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1;
12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12;
24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31;
5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-
11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6;
Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1;
2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7;
Revelation 1:10; 22:17
> Man — Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah
6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23;
5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22;
Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11
> Salvation — Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26;
27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29;
15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-
18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1
Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13;
5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians
1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews
2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-
2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5
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What We Believe

The Baptist Faith & Message, Part 2
(Day 38)

As you can see, there are many scripture references provided to support the components
of “The Baptist Faith and Message” located in the Appendix section of our Vision Walk.
Select a representative set of Old and New Testament references to review as you walk
through it this week.

>

God’s Purpose of Grace — Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-
22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22.31;
25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24;
6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39;
10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10;
3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19;
Hebrews 11:39-12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19;
3:2

The Church — Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6;
13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-
5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians
1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter
5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper — Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark
1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39;
16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12
The Lord’s Day — Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28;
16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John 4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7; Romans 14:5-
10; I Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 2:16; 3:16; Revelation 1:10

The Kingdom — Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-
10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1;
9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans
5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1
Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22

Last Things — Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44;
25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-
28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-
58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians
4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus
2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14;
Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13

Evangelism and Missions — Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8;
Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20;
Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2;
8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians
1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17
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What We Believe

The Baptist Faith & Message, Part 3
(Day 39)

As you can see, there are many scripture references provided to support the components
of “The Baptist Faith and Message” located in the Appendix section of our Vision Walk.
Select a representative set of Old and New Testament references to review as you walk
through it this week.

>

Education — Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job
28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.; 119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14;
Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2; 7:24ff.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-
31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2
Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3; James 1:5; 3:17

Stewardship — Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi
3:8-12; Matthew 6:1- 4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-
13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians
4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter
1:18-19

Cooperation — Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-
15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3;
Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14; 2:11f.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-
17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians
1:15-18

The Christian and the Social Order — Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5;
Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16; Matthew
5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21; Luke 4:18-21;
10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12-14; 1 Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7;
7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1
Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; James 1:27; 2:8

Peace and War — Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38;
Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 4:1-2

Religious Liberty — Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John
8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1
Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19

The Family — Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy
6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-
16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15;
23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16;
Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians
7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2
Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7
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Points to Ponder

Has this review of the Baptist Faith and Message reaffirmed your position as a
Southern Baptist? Will you commit to follow the guidelines presented? Has this
prompted you to take a “deeper dive?”

Application
(Day 40)

There are many practical things that we can engage in as we accept the responsibility
personally and corporately for “Denomination” under the guidance and strength of the
Holy Spirit. These include, but are not limited to:

» Becoming an area meeting place for associational and regional training in
cooperation with state and associational entities

» Engaging in associational missions projects and trips

» Having full representation at the Southern Baptist Convention meetings and state
and associational annual meetings in order to develop a greater knowledge of our
heritage and to be better stewards of the money we invest in these Kingdom
venues

» Continuing to provide a lending library to local sister churches as well as a
resource of people for encouragement to struggling sister churches in times of
crisis

» Utilizing the weeks of prayer support for each of these entities to personalize our
church’s knowledge of their personnel and programs.

Points to Ponder

Have you participated in an associational mission project or trip? Will you? What
skills do you have to offer to our community? Would you?
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|. The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written by men divindy inspired and is God's revelation of Himsdlf
to man. It isa perfect treasure of divine indruction. It has God for its author, salvation for
its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, dl Scriptureis
totaly true and trustworthy. It reved s the principles by which God judges us, and
therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union,
and the supreme standard by which al human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions
should betried. All Scripture is atestimony to Christ, who is Himsdlf the focus of divine
revelaion.

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10;
119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18;
22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans
15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

Il. God

Thereisone and only oneliving and true God. Heis an intelligent, spiritud, and persond
Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God isinfinitein
holiness and dl other perfections. God is dl powerful and dl knowing; and His perfect
knowledge extendsto al things, pagt, present, and future, including the future decisons
of Hisfree creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The
eternd triune God reveds Himsdlf to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with digtinct
persond attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

A. God the Father

God as Father reigns with providentia care over His universe, His crestures, and the flow
of the stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. Heisdl powerful,
al knowing, dl loving, and dl wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children
of God through faith in Jesus Christ. Heisfatherly in His atitude toward al men.

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy
6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10;
17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-
8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4.6; Ephesians 4:6;
Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

B. God the Son

Chrigt isthe eternal Son of God. In Hisincarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of
God, taking upon Himsdf human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying
Himsaf completey with mankind yet without Sn. He honored the divine law by His
persona obedience, and in His subgtitutionary desth on the cross He made provision for



the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and
gppeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He
ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He isthe One
Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between
God and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and to consummate
His redemptive misson. He now dwelsin al beievers asthe living and ever present
Lord.

Genesis 18: 1ff.; Psalms 2: 7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29;
11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70;
24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5,
21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5.6-
21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21;
8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians
1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews
1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-
9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.

C. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit isthe Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the
Scriptures. Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exats Christ.

He convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour,
and effects regeneration. At the moment of regeneration He baptizes every believer into
the Body of Chrigt. He cultivates Chrigtian character, comforts believers, and bestows the
spiritud gifts by which they serve God through His church. He sedls the believer unto the
day of fina redemption. His presence in the Chrigtian is the guarantee that God will bring
the bdiever into the fullness of the gature of Chrigt. He enlightens and empowers the
believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14.6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-
32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19;
11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31;
5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27,
1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18;
1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2
Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17.



1. Man

Man isthe specid creation of God, made in His own image. He created them male and
female as the crowning work of His creation. The gift of gender isthus part of the
goodness of God's creation. In the beginning man was innocent of sn and was endowed
by his Creator with freedom of choice. By his free choice man sinned against God and
brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation of Satan man transgressed the
command of God, and fdl from his origina innocence whereby his pogterity inherit a
nature and an environment inclined toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they are capable of
mord action, they become transgressors and are under condemnation. Only the grace of
God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the cregtive
purpose of God. The sacredness of human persondlity is evident in that God created man
in Hisown image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore, every person of every race
possesses full dignity and is worthy of respect and Chrigtian love.

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5;
Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19;
6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22;
Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11.

V. Salvation

Sdvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered fredly to dl who
accept Jesus Chrigt as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eterna
redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration,
judtification, sanctification, and glorification. Thereis no salvation gpart from persond
fathin Jesus Christ as Lord.

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, isawork of God's grace whereby believers become
new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through
conviction of gn, to which the snner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.

Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus
Chrigt and commitment of the entire persondity to Him as Lord and Saviour.

B. Judtification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness
of dl snnerswho repent and believe in Chrigt. Judtification brings the believer unto a
relaionship of peace and favor with God.

C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set
gpart to God's purposes, and is enabled to progress toward mora and spiritua maturity
through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace
should continue throughout the regenerate person'slife.



D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the find blessed and abiding Sate
of the redeemed.

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke
1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts
2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.;
5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20;
15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesans 1:7; 2:8-
22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2
Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-
26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

V. God's Purpose of Grace

Election isthe gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, judtifies,
sanctifies, and glorifies Snners. It is conggtent with the free agency of man, and
comprehends dl the means in connection with the end. It isthe glorious display of God's
sovereign goodness, and isinfinitely wise, holy, and unchangesble. 1t excludes boasting
and promotes humility.

All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Chrigt, and
sanctified by His Spirit, will never fal away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to
the end. Bdievers may fdl into sn through neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve
the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and
tempora judgments on themselves, yet they shall be kept by the power of God through
fath unto salvation.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.;
Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24.44-
48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32;
Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28;
Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2
Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39-12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1
John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

VI. The Church

A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Chrigt is an autonomous local congregation
of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospd;
observing the two ordinances of Chrigt, governed by His laws, exercisng the gifts, rights,
and privilegesinvested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the
ends of the earth. Each congregation operates under the Lordship of Christ through
democratic processes. In such a congregation each member is responsible and
accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. While both
men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor islimited to men
as qudified by Scripture.



The New Testament spesks dso of the church asthe Body of Christ which includes dl of
the redeemed of dl the ages, bdieversfrom every tribe, and tongue, and people, and
nation.

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-
30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12;
Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1
Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.

VII. Baptism and the Lord's Supper

Chridtian baptism is theimmersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbalizing the believer'sfaithina
crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, the believer's degth to sin, the burid of the old life,
and the resurrection to walk in newness of lifein Chrigt Jesus. It isatesimony to his
faith in thefind resurrection of the dead. Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to
the privileges of church membership and to the Lord's Supper.

The Lord's Supper isasymbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church,
through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memoridize the degth of the
Redeemer and anticipate His second coming.

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20;
John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians
10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12.

VIIIl. The Lord's Day

Thefirgt day of theweek isthe Lord's Day. It isa Chrigtian ingtitution for regular
observance. It commemorates the resurrection of Christ from the dead and should include
exercises of worship and spiritud devotion, both public and private. Activities on the
Lord's Day should be commensurate with the Christian's conscience under the Lordship
of Jesus Chrigt.

Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36;
John 4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7; Romans 14:5-10; | Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians
2:16; 3:16; Revelation 1:10.



IX. The Kingdom

The Kingdom of God includes both His generd sovereignty over the universe and His
particular kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the
Kingdom is the redim of salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike

commitment to Jesus Chrigt. Chrigtians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom may
come and God'swill be done on earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the
return of Jesus Chrigt and the end of this age.

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52;
25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42;
John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28;
Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9;
5:10; 11:15; 21-22.

X. Last Things

God, in Hisown time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end.
According to His promise, Jesus Chrigt will return persondly and visibly in glory to the
earth; the dead will be raised; and Chrigt will judge dl men in righteousness. The
unrighteous will be conggned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The righteous
in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive ther reward and will dwell forever in
Heaven with the Lord.

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark
8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11;
17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10;
Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2
Thessalonians 1: 7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28;
James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13.

XI. Evangelism and Missions

It isthe duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord
Jesus Chrit to endeavor to make disciples of dl nations. The new birth of man's spirit by
God's Holy Spirit means the birth of love for others. Missonary effort on the part of dl
rests thus upon a spiritua necessity of the regenerate life, and is expresdy and repeatedly
commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Chrigt has commanded the
preaching of the gospd to dl nations. It isthe duty of every child of God to seek
congtantly to win the logt to Christ by verba witness undergirded by a Chridian lifestyle,
and by other methods in harmony with the gospd of Chrigt.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-
43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-
8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15;



Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1
Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17.

Xll. Education

Chridianity isthe faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus Chrigt abide dl the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. All sound learning is, therefore, a part of our
Chrigian heritage. The new birth opens dl human faculties and creates athirst for
knowledge. Moreover, the cause of education in the Kingdom of Chrigt is co-ordinate
with the causes of missons and generd benevolence, and should receive dong with these
the libera support of the churches. An adequate system of Christian educationis
necessary to a complete spiritua program for Christ's people.

In Chrigtian education there should be a proper bal ance between academic freedom and
academic responghility. Freedom in any orderly relationship of human lifeis dways
limited and never absolute. The freedom of ateacher in a Christian school, college, or
seminary is limited by the pre-eminence of Jesus Chrigt, by the authoritative nature of the
Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for which the school exists.

Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19: 7ff.;
119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2;
7:24ff.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians
4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3;
James 1.5; 3:17.

XIll. Stewardship

God isthe source of al blessings, tempord and spiritud; dl that we have and are we owe
to Him. Chrigtians have a spiritua debtorship to the whole world, aholy trusteeship in

the gospel, and a binding stewardship in their possessions. They are therefore under
obligation to serve Him with their time, talents, and materia possessons,; and should
recognize dl these as entrusted to them to use for the glory of God and for helping others.
According to the Scriptures, Chrigtians should contribute of their means cheerfully,
regularly, sysematicdly, proportionately, and liberdly for the advancement of the
Redeemer's cause on earth.

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-
4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11;
17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2
Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19.



XIV. Cooperation

Chrigt's people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and conventions
as may best secure cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such
organizations have no authority over one another or over the churches. They are
voluntary and advisory bodies designed to dlicit, combine, and direct the energies of our
people in the most effective manner. Members of New Testament churches should
cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missonary, educationd, and
benevolent minigriesfor the extenson of Chrigt's Kingdom. Chritian unity in the New
Testament senseis spiritua harmony and voluntary cooperation for common ends by
various groups of Chrigt's people. Coopertion is desirable between the various Chrigtian
denominations, when the end to be attained isitself judtified, and when such cooperation
involves no violation of conscience or compromise of loydty to Christ and His Word as
reveded in the New Testament.

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5;
Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14;
2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9;
Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18.

XV. The Christian and the Social Order

All Chrigtians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supremein our own
lives and in human society. Means and methods used for the improvement of society and
the establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only
when they are rooted in the regeneration of the individua by the saving grace of God in
Jesus Chrid. In the spirit of Chrigt, Chrigtians should oppose racism, every form of greed,
sfishness, and vice, and dl forms of sexud immordity, including adultery,
homaosexudity, and pornography. We should work to provide for the orphaned, the
needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behdf of the
unborn and contend for the sanctity of al human life from conception to natura degth.
Every Chrigtian should seek to bring industry, government, and society as awhole under
the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love. In order to promote
these ends Chrigtians should be ready to work with al men of good will in any good
cause, dways being careful to act in the spirit of love without compromising their loyalty
to Chrig and His truth.

Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8;
Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2: 3ff.; 10:21;
Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12-14; 1Corinthians 5:9-
10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesans 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-
17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; James 1:27; 2:8.



XVI. Peace and War

It isthe duty of Chrigtians to seek peace with al men on principles of righteousness. In
accordance with the spirit and teachings of Christ they should do al in their power to put
an end to war.

The true remedy for the war spirit isthe gospel of our Lord. The supreme need of the
world is the acceptance of Histeachingsin dl the affairs of men and nations, and the
practical gpplication of Hislaw of love. Christian people throughout the world should
pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7;
14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 4:1-2.

XVII. Religious Liberty

God doneis Lord of the conscience, and He has | €ft it free from the doctrines and
commandments of men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church
and state should be separate. The state owes to every church protection and full freedom
in the pursuit of its spiritua ends. In providing for such freedom no ecclesiastical group

or denomination should be favored by the state more than others. Civil government being
ordained of God, it isthe duty of Christians to render loya obedience thereto in al things
not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church should not resort to the civil power
to carry on itswork. The gospd of Christ contemplates spiritud means done for the
pursuit of its ends. The state has no right to impaose pendties for religious opinions of any
kind. The state has no right to impaose taxes for the support of any form of religion. A free
church in afree gate is the Chrigian idedl, and thisimplies the right of free and
unhindered access to God on the part of al men, and the right to form and propagate
opinions in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil power.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans
6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter
2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19.



XVIII. The Family

God has ordained the family as the foundationd ingtitution of human society. It is
composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a
lifetime. It is God's unique gift to revea the union between Christ and His church and to
provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate
companionship, the channd of sexud expresson according to biblica stlandards, and the
means for procreation of the human race.

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's
image. The marriage relationship modes the way God relates to His people. A husband is
to love hiswife as Chrigt loved the church. He has the God- given respongiility to

provide for, to protect, and to lead hisfamily. A wifeisto submit hersdlf gracioudy to the
servant leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of
Chrigt. She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equa to him, has the
God-given respongbility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in managing
the household and nurturing the next generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are ablessng and heritage from the Lord.
Parents are to demongtrate to their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to
teach their children spiritua and mora vaues and to lead them, through consistent
lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make choices based on biblica truth. Children
are to honor and obey their parents.

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1
Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20;
6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark
10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians
3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.
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CHURCH COVENANT

Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior and, on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God, and
this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one
body in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk together in Christian love; to
strive for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to
promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and
doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the
expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all
nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously educate our
children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in
the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our
deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale
of, and use of, destructive drugs or intoxicating drinks as a beverage; to shun
pornography; to be zealous in our efforts to advance the Kingdom of our Savior.

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember one another
in prayer; to aid one another in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in
feeling and Christian courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for
reconciliation and mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure it without delay.

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place we will, as soon as possible,
unite with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the

principles of God's Word.
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